PREFACE '
THIS book was completed in July' 1939, and deals
largely with the economics of agriculture in peace-
time. The greater part of it, however, is, I believe,
applicable, with only such modifications as readers can
easily make for themselves, to the agriculture of a
country at war. Even war, profoundly though it must
change the fortunes and appearance of agriculture,
cannot alter the underlying conditions of the most
conservative of occupations. There is one main
tendency, however, which is no longer valid. I have
assumed the probability, that the community's real
income would rise, though I have also referred to the
effect of a fall. Such a probability no longer exists,
and the reader must adjust the argument accordingly.
I must express my gratitude for the assistance given
rue by my colleagues at the Agricultural Economics
Research Institute, particularly to Mr. K. A. H.
Murray, 'and to Mrs. R. L. Hall, for their many helpful
suggestions.
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